
 

Updates from Killara Kids 
August 2017 

Achievements  

Big Kids Program 
This month, our termly community service program for our year 4-6 kids begun.  On Tuesday 8th August, 
we took a group of our Big Kids to Handprints to meet the kindies who will be coming to KK next year. 
The experience was amazing for both the younger children and our older children.  They were able to 
start forming very meaningful relationships with the children and because of how well it worked, and how 
sensible our older children where, we have been invited to go back again. 
 
On Tuesday 15th August, Killara Kids hosted a Social Smarts working for our year 3-6 children.  Killara 
Kids subsidised this class so all children were able to attend.  The class looked at anti-bullying 
techniques, recognising emotions, techniques for bystanders and more all through role play and drama. 
The workshop focused on each child's “smart”. Some children said theirs was “netball”, “maths” or “logic”. 
Overall, this was a positive incursion that most children chose to participate in. 
 
On Wednesday 23rd August, our Big Kids walked to Killara train station and caught the bus to Gordon 
shops.  We have begun a partnership with the Salvation Army where we will have frequent visits to drop 
of any resources we no longer use at KK and donate them to their charity.  The Big Kids chose the items 
to be donated and took them to the store.  They also had a look around the shop and were given a budget 
to choose a few new resources we could take back to KK. 
 

Kindy Transition Program 
Killara Kids has implemented a Kindy transition program this year which will see Sam (Assistant 
Manager) visiting the Preschools & Early Learning Centres to set up a relationship with our new kindys 
before they start next year.  So far Sam has visited Thomas Carylye Centre, Handprints & Headstart 
Roseville Centres and will be creating child profiles for each child to help them transition into Killara Kids 
& KPS as smoothly as possible. 
 

Professional Development 
On Monday 7th August, all Educators attended a Planning for Positive Behaviour workshop at KK.  The 
educators stayed back after work to attend the 2.5 hour workshop which focused on child brain 
development.  The Educators participated in great discussions about the key developmental changes that 
occur in children in different stages of their schooling. After this training educators felt they had a better 



understanding of the common childhood behaviours; why/why they occur and how to effectively manage 
them. 
 
On Monday 28th & Tuesday 29th August, Sam attended Curriculum & Documentation Immersion Class 
held by Semann & Slattery.The class focused on developing a deeper understanding of curriculum and its 
relationship with teaching in a childcare setting, exploring different teaching techniques, rethinking 
approaches to documentation & developing an understanding of how to prepare for Assessment in Rating 
in relation to program & practice. 
 
Katie & Sam have now enrolled to complete their Advanced Diploma in Community Sector Management. 
This course focuses on the business side of running a community service.  Modules include budgeting, 
work health & safety, performance management processes, strategic planning, implementing business 
plans etc.  

KK Activities 
Each term, Killara Kids offers families the opportunity to book into extra-curricular activities.  We 
recognise that a lot of our children are attending each morning & afternoon making it difficult for families 
to find time to book their child into other activities.  This term we have been offering: 
 

- Toonimation (clay animation workshop) 
- Code Rangers 
- Taekwondo 
- Chess Club 

 
These activities have been very popular and the children enjoy having some time to participate in some 
challenging programs.  
 
Generally our programs change each term to cater for a variety of interests.  We speak directly to families 
& children about what sorts of programs they would like to see offered at Killara Kids. 
 
Families pay a portion of these classes, while Killara Kids subsides about 50% of the cost to ensure it is 
affordable. 
 
Current Program & Curriculum 
This term, as part of our curriculum we have been focusing on two topic areas, Around the World (Cultural 
project) & Sustainability. Each week our program reflects each of these topic areas.  With our Around the 
World project children have been visiting different countries each couple of weeks.  We began our journey 
in Australia during NAIDOC week and since then we have visited, France, China & Italy.  To ensure we 
are offering a meaningful experience, activities have included research tasks, cooking, drama, arts & 
dance. 
 
As part of our Sustainability project Killara Kids now no longer gives our plain paper for children to use. 
They are offered whiteboards, recyclables, and scrap paper.  Also as part of our introduction of loose 
parts we are collecting recyclables from families to use in our program. These have included our tyres, 
milk bottle tops & corks.  



What is next (KK goals) 
Professional Development 

● Active Supervision - All educators will take part in a workshop surrounding Active Supervision 
 

● Loose Parts Play - Katie & Sam are attending workshops on the theory of loose parts in the week 
of 4th September.  We will both be off-site on Thursday 7th & Katie only will be off-site on Friday 
8th 

 
● First Aid / Asthma / Anaphylaxis - New educators will receive training in these areas so all staff 

will have these qualifications 
 

KK Activities 
Next term we hope to be able to offer the following extra curricular classes for our children & families: 
 

● Chess Club 
● Taekwondo 
● Code Rangers 
● Dance Class 
● Gardening Club 

 

Mentoring 
This term Sam, our Educational Leader has been able to spend more time ‘off the floor’ in a mentor role 
to the Educators.  She has been able to assist them with active supervision, behaviour management & 
running activities to engage children.  We will continue this mentoring program with an aim of having Sam 
‘off the floor’ twice a week from next month. 

Challenges 

Absent Children / Late Pick-ups 
We were having quite a lot of families not telling us when their child was absent from school or 
KK.  This creates a lot of work & anxiety for the supervisor in the afternoon trying to locate all 
children.  This has also been the case with families picking up children from KK after 6pm.  We 
have now sent out an email to all families to make it clear that any non-notification of an 
absence will incur a $20 fee and late pick-ups will incur a $1 per minute late fee.  Since this 
email was sent out there has been a drastic change in families letting us know of absences and 
picking up their children on time.  We hope this will continue. 
 


